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This Noticeboard is the last fc
2021. It has been a stranc
year, marked by a long perio
of Lockdown (a new word we
have all added to ou
vocabulary this year!). The
period of coming out of it is no
quite over even yet. Norme
life has largely resumedn
Lane Cove and most of us r
longer need to meet via Zoon
though | am told in a few
places, Zoom meetings sti
anplv.

As we have emerged from the Lockdown, | have two developmer
mention for the rest of this year. The firsthat the new edition of the
LCHS Journal will be out in November, so look for that wher
reaches your post box some time during the month. Lookin
December, we plan a plant sale at Carisbrooktibetember, details
of which will be found elsewhera ithis Noticeboard.

Turning to the new year, we are planning to resume our mot
meetings in the Lane Cove library. The first meeting will be dH :
February 2022, so please make a note in your diary now. (
speakers are already being identified in order to build up an intere
collection of speakers for the year. Plans are already under we
other events, including regular open days atsbaniok, while we alsc
plan some concerts and another Spring Garden seminar in Sept
2022.

I wish all members a merry Christmas and a very happy new ye:

Frances Christie
President



http://www.lanecovehistoricalsociety.com.au/
http://www.carisbrookhouse.com/

Focus on a Member: Karen Aubrey

Karen has been a member of the Lane Cove Historical Society and a |
of Carisbrook since moving to Lane Cove six years ago. She is a r
primary school teacher with a post grad diploma of counselling. Karen
it is lovely to be living so close to Carisbrook.

Christmas Time by Frances Christie

How and why did the custom ofgiving
gifts develop?

Gift-giving was originally part of European
pagan practice in the past, but with the advent of

. Christianity, its significance changed. Some
authorities say that gHgiving was commenced

by St Nicholas, who was@hristian Bishop born

in the first century CE. He was generous to the
poor and needy, and after his death the custom
of gift giving in his name started. St Nicholas Day was for some centuries celebratéd on 6
December. As the years passed, the legenkisofjift-giving changed, and St Nicholas was
transformed into Santa Claus.

It was in the4" century CE that 25December became established as the date of the birth of
Jesus and after that, the practice of giving gifts tended to be associated witnyttod the Magi
in the Bible, bringing gifts to the infant Jesus.

By the 19" century giftgiving had become very popular, at least among the wealthier people in
Engl and and t heTwads$hA NighfThefere @hosemappeared in the USA in

1823, and it is said to be one of the most popular poems evet published. Ch&lesDE 6 nov el
A Christmas Carglpublished in 1843, was apparently very well received as well, and it is said
that its success tended to encouragegiving.

Boxing Day
Boxing Day is 26th Decembsaihe traditional day once preserved for
g q giving presets. It is also preserved in this country for the start of the
_ Sydney to Hobart Race. Nmne quite knows quite how it developed
. " but it is thought that in England it became the day for giving gifts to
“’ " ':,'5,_ servants (in boxes). The servants needed to work ost@lag Day

because they were feeding the wadfi families who could afford
servants.So,they got their turn at gifts the day after.



When did people start sending
greeting cards?

The custom of sending Christmas cards
started in 19 century England. A man
called Henry Cole, later Sir Henry Cole,
realised that the postal service might be
used to send relatively cheap greetings to

- - people. He approached an artist with a view
to creating attractlve cards that mlght be sent off to nundigrsople. People could write simple
messages on them without the need to write long statements.

The first card attracted some controversy because it depicted a family at their Christmas dinner,
some of whom were drinking alcohol. Still, in time the ousbf sending Christmas cards became
quite commonplace and it survives to this day.

" Who popularised the Christmas tree?

In the 19" century, Prince Albert, Consort of Queen Victoria
introduced the indoor Christmas tree. It was a custom he brought
from his native Germany, and relevanta very cold country: you
couldnét spend much time in the
tree inside! Despite the fact that we typically have a hot Christmas,
many Australians keep up the custom of having an in@boistmas

tree. Like many other Christmas traditionsike eating turkey and
plum pudding, and leaving a stocking out for Santa Claus, this one
prevails

References

Prince Albert and Christmas trees
https://www.google.com.au/search?g=prince+albert+and+christmas+trees&source=h
St Nicholas
https://www.google.com.au/search?q=St+Nicholas&source=hp&ei=Fwp7YcCRO&BE84
Boxing Day
https://www.google.com.au/search?g=Boxing+Day&source=hp&ei=bwp7Ya
Christmas cards
https://www.google.com.au/search?g=Who+invented+Christmas+cards&source
Twas The Nightbefore Christmas
https://www.google.com.au/search?g=twas+the+night+before+christmas&source
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Did you Know?

There is a new sign in the courtyard at Carisbrook? | only saw it the other day and | was
impressed!
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This is the latest reincarnation of the cistémrthe
courtyard of Carisbrogkhanks to lots dfiardwork

by many.This hugeunderground sandstotheed
storage tank holds over 28,000 litres of crystehr
pure water. Unlike other cisterns this water is
collected from roof run off and then natuyall
filtered through the sandstane

The Dendrobium linguiforme at Carisbrook

TheDendrobium!| i n g u i €ommam aains is
Dockrillia and itis a member of the orchid family.
You may also have heard it referred to as a
thumbnail orchid, tick orchid or tongue orchid. The
genus was created by Brieger in 1981 and the name
Dockrilla commemorates Aleck Dockrill an
eminent Australian orchidologist drauthor. It is
an epiphyte, which means it is growing on the
surface of this tree getting its moisture and
nutrients from the air around it. It has fleshy leaves

and spikes of up to twenty white to crear

coloured flowers which appear in earcrt/

spring, usully September or October. Itis n
a parasite, it only uses the tree for support,
Itds not harming th
you can see the roots meandering up 4
down the tree trunk. They are often found
the hollows of trees or on rocks, libits one
is right out in the open where you can eas
see it in the front lawn of Carisbrook. |
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